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0 THE 5 . 
REVEREND MINISTERS, | | 
| AND THE, | | 
MESSENGERS 

| OFTHE . 
CHURCHES, - 
ET 2 » AO "Y 
WESTERN ASSOCIATION. | 


Honoured, _ 1 BatTHREN, 
H E leng th of the following {.-- 
RO AY Aiſcourt: would have forbid- | 
den this addition to it, had 
Net I found myſelf under 
ſome neceſlity to apologize for the de- 
lay of its publication, And this, upon 
a review of it, has, indeed, been chief 
owing to a conviction, that, however | 
well it was deſigned, it deſerves not 
that good opinion you have formed of 
5 . it. 
„„ + 


Nee WP reer 


vi DEDICATION. 
it. The renewal of your requeſt has, 


however, obliged me to fubenit it to 
your eee . 


TE ſubject is copious, as it is im- 
portant. And as but few of the plainer 
ſort of chriſtians have the opportuni- 
ty of peruſing, and conſidering the 
more copious and elaborate treatiſes in 


defence of chriſtianity ; poſſibly, with 


your recommendation, what is here 


ſet before them, in a plain dreſs, and 
a narrow compaſs, may be of ſome 


uſe, to cſtabliſh their faith, in theſe bad 


times. 


1 AM ſure you are convinced, that 


the preſent circumſtances of reli igion 
call upon all good men to maintain 
the moſt public, explicit, and united 


teſtimony, not only for its truth in ge- 


neral, but for its fundamental articles 


in particular; ſince it is s caly to ſee, 
e that 


DEDICATION. vi 


that the artful, and gradual increaſe of 
the ee een which has, of late years, 
been made to the Deity of Chrift and 
the Holy Spirit, with the great concerns 
which both theſe Divine Perſons have 
in our falvation, has paved the way for 
the very threatning advances, which 
infidelity has made Rong wh 


1 no nd "Sa no tempta- 
tion whatſoever prevail on you to 
leſſen your regard to theſe important 
doctrines, to that holineſs, which is 
the genuine fruit of true faith in them, 
to the maintenance of regular diſcipline 
in the churches, and the increaſe of chri 
ſtian charity, — the great and good ends 
for which this aſſociation was firſt ſorm- 
ed, and ends which, by your united 
prayers, and counſels, on theſe occa- 
ions, have been hitherto happily pro- 

moted. 
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WR DEDICATION: 


Is 1 is attempted 3 in "this dif- 


at may, in any meaſure, ſubſerve 


theſe very valuable purpoſes, it will 


afford the trueſt pleaſure to, 


Your very affeftionate Brother, 
and Servant, 
in the Goſpel of Cuklsr, 


* P 


Charterhouſe- Li 
London, Aug. 20. 1753. 


e Joſeph Stennett. 
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whom is the arm of the L ORD : 
revealed? | 


CET MONG all the inſpired writers 
7 Vo of the old teſtament, no one was 
7 FN favoured with more explicit and 
7 cvangelical revelations, concern- 
. ing the character and the ſuffer- 
ings of the Meſſiab, as well as the great fal- 
vation he has wrought out, than the pro- 
phet Iſaiab: and of all his evangelical diſcour- 
ſes, the context affords us one of the moſt re- 
- rifarkable a prophecy which, by its exact 
accompliſhment, has given ſuch divine teſti- 
mony to both diſpenſations, that, one wou'd 
think, a little attention to it might put the moſt 
refoluns infidelity out of countenance ; and that 
a believer of the goſpel might even venture 
the whole argument on this ſingle evidence. 
But (blefſed be God) of Jeſus and his ſalva- 
tion give all the prophets witneſs, ever Hack the 
world began*; 


Acts x. 43. ch. iii. 21, 


2 The CoMPLAINTs of 
HE that runs may read in this chapter a ſum- 


| mary deſcription of the humiliation; and exalted 
circumſtences of our Lord, and whoever well 


conſiders the ſeveral parts of it, will find a a 
very plain, and methodical account of his 1 in- 


carnation, miraculous birth, the humble ap- 


pearance he made in the world, the cruel treat- 
ment he met with from men, and the various, 
and moſt pungent ſufferings he underwent, to- 


gether with the unparalell'd patience and forti- 


tude with which he.bore them ; he will find 


an account of his arraignment, of his death, 
and even the particulars of his burial, And as 


the grand deſign of all was the ſecurity and 
advancement of the glory of the divine per- 
fections, the honour of God's law, the mak- 


ing an end of the fins of his people by a pro- 


er attonement, and the bringing in an ever». 


laſting righteouſneſs*; ſo this wonderful ſcheme 


is, in great variety of expreſſion, diſplayed 


thro* the whole, Thus our Saviour. is repre- 
ſented as having born our griefs, and carried 
our ſorrows ; it is ſaid of him, that he ay, 
wounded for our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed 5 5 
our iniquities; that the chaltiſement of our 
eace was upon him, and with his ſtripes we are 
healede; that the Lord hath laid on him the 1 ini- 
quity of us all*; that for the tranſgreſion of 


| the people be was firicken © ; that tho' he had 


done no violence, neither was any deceit in bis 
mouth, yet it pleaſed the Lord to bru'ſe him, 


fo put bim fo grief, and to make bis foul an of- 
| a | Jong 


3 5 a : 5 * 
nr ©v. c, 4 v. 6. fev.8, 
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fering for ſin !; and that thus, this rigbteou 
ſervant of God, having pour d out his foul un- 
70 death, and been "nuniber'd with the tranſ- 
greſſors, Sebi d juſiify many, for be ſhou'd bear 
their iniquitiess. To which the prophet adds 
a ſhort, but very expreſſive account of our 
Lord's exaltation and reward, in his reſurrec- 
tion from the dead, his appearance before the 
throne, and the ſucceſs of his advocacy there, 
together with his triumphant victories here be- 
low; That he ſhou'd fee his ſeed, that he ſhou'd 
prolong bis days, that the pleaſure of the Lord 
| ſhou'd proſper in his hand, and that he ſhou'd ſee 
of the travel of his ſoul, and be ſatisfied; and 
moreover, that God wou'd divide him a portion 
With the great, and be ſhou'd divide the yu with 
the ſtrong, and make mterceſſion for many". 
THAT theſe things can with no propriety be 
applied to any perſon but the Me//ab is ſo evi- 
dent, that the Chaldee paraphraſt® and many 
of the earlier Fewiſh doctors underſtood. arp 
prophecy of him: and that paſſage in the 14* 
verſe of the foregoing chapter, where it is ſaid, 
Behold my ſervant ſhall deal prudently, he hal! 
be exalted, and extolled, and be very high, is thus 
explain'd by one of their ancient expoſitors : 
This,“ ſays he, is the king Meſſias, he 
„ ſhall be exalted above Arab, extolled 
* above ys, and above the angels.” The 
x 5 CC 
ET „ 9, 10. c v. 11, F | 
i F;nathan Ben Uxxiel compos'd this Targum "WO the time .. 
of our Lord, and this as well as that of Ox4e/os is held 1 che 


Jews of equrl authority with the GP text. 
 Tanchuma, apud __ = „ LS, 


4 The COMPLAINTS of 

later Jews indeed, perceiving the abſurd con- 
ſequence of allowing ſuch an expoſition of this 
prophecy, and yet rejecting chriſtianity, have 
endeavour'd to overthrow the opinion of their 
wiſer fathers, and have, ſome of them, at- 
tempted to apply it to the Jewiſh church, o- 
thers to particular eminent perſons under that 


- diſpenſation, ſuch as Abraham, Moſes, Foftah, 


Ezra, Zorobabel, and eſpecially to Jeremiab; 
but with no appearance of propriety to either 


of them. As this nation was ſo deeply con- 
cerned in the. execution of the cruel things 


on our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which are recorded 
in this prophecy, and as they ſtill continue their 


avowed oppoſition to his miſſion and doctrine, 
it is a matter eaſy to he accounted for, that 


they endeavour, tho' it be by an expoſition e- 
ver ſo unnatural, to explain it away. But it is 
very extraordinary that any one ſhou'd be found 
among chriſtian divines, and one of great parts 
and learning too, who has employ'd his eminent 
talents to the ſame dangerous purpoſe, by tor- 


turing this whole context, in order to apply it 


to the prophet Feremiah!; and this, tho' he 
cou'd not poſſibly be ignorant, that almoſt eve- 
ry verſe of this prophecy is applied to our Sa- 
viour, in the new teſtament. Thus the e- 
vangeliſt ohn, ſpeaking of the Fews, ſays, 
Tho” our Lord had done fo many miracles. before 
tbem, yet they believed not on bim: that the ſay- 


1 Grot. in loc. who notwithſtanding this, in his book de we- 


ritate Relig. Chriſtianæ, ſpeaking of this prophecy, adds, Quis 
piteft nominari, aut regum, aut prophetarum, in quem. haec con- 


eau Nemo ſane. Lib. 5. 5. 19. P. 267. Edit, Glaſg. 


F 
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Ing 5 Iſaias the prophet might be fulfilled, cobich 
be ſpake; Lord, who hath believed our report? 
and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been re- 
vealed®? And the apoſtle Paul, ſpeaking of 
them to the Romans, ſays, They have not all 
obey'd the goſpel, for Iſaias ſaith, Lord, who 
bath believed our __ »? And again, when 
Philip yoin'd himſelf to the chariot of the Æthi- 
opian eunuch, you know, he was reading a 
paſſage in this prophecy, and having aſked 
Philip of whom the prophet ſpoke, of himſelf, or 
Jome other man, it is ſaid, Philip opened his 


mouth, and began at the ſame Ter pia and | 


preached unto him Jeſus o. 
THz three laſt verſes of the foregoing oh. 
ter were very inconſiderately ſeparated from 
this; for the prophecy evidently begins at the 
1 ny verſe of that chapter, where the Lord 
ſays, Behold my ſervant ſhall deal prudently, 
he ſhall be exalted and extolled, and be very high. 


As many were aftoniſh'd at thee, (bis wiſage 


was ſo marred more than any-man, and his form 
more than the ſons of men) ſo ſhall he ſprinkle 
many nations; the kings ſball ſhut their mouths 
at him; for that which had not been told them; 
ſhall they fee; and that which they had not 


heard, ſhall they conſider. And having thus, in 5 


a general manner, repreſented the character and 
ſufferings of our Saviour, together with the 
deſign of his coming, and the nature and im- 
portance of his doctrine, the prophet breaks 
out Sh alten ment, in the words of my 
M0 "OR xii. 37, 38. „ Rom. x. 16. * Acts vill: 2000s. 
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text, that ſo few ſhould receive him by faith, 
or embrace the tenders of falvation in his go- 
ſpel: ho bath believed our report? And fo wobons 


es the arm of the Lord revealed? 


THESE words you ſee contain two queſtions, 
complaining of the paucity of thoſe that give 
ſuitable credit to the report of the goſpel, on 
the one hand; and unto whom Teſus Chr:/? is, 
by the power of God, Gy reveniod, on 


the other. 


Tuls form of the complaint, by way RP in- 
terrogation, is not only very elegant, but carries 


in it the ſtrongeſt repreſentation of the fewneſs 


of their number of whom the prophet 8 
Who hath believed our report? Who,“ a 


* jf he had ſaid, © have believed it under this 


«' diſpenſation ? or who will believe it, under 
& the fuller evidence of that which is to come? 
* who among the Jews? or who among the 
% Gentiles? who of either ſex, of any age, 


or degree? who among the great, the wiſe, 


and the pru ent, or among the mean, the 


20 ignorant, and the weak, have embraced theſe 


* happy tidings, or will by faith receive them; 
*. when compared with the innumerable mul- 
* titudes who boldly go on in rebellion and 
ce unbelief, and make haſte to eternal ruin, in 


* the utter contempt of this ſalvation ; or pa- 


« city their conſciences with a formal profeſſion 
© of its doctrines, without a n leon a 


* to its precepts? 
And then it is added, To whom is the arm of 


4 Lord revealed: ? By the arm of the L:rd we 
8 N 
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may underſtand the divine counſel, according 


to that paſſage in the Acts of the apoſtles, where | 


the people are ſaid to be gathered together, to do 
whatſoever the hand of the Lord and his coumſel 
determined before to be done; or the attribute of 
power, which is often thus repreſented®; or the 
operations of the Holy Spirit of God, by which 


. the goſpel becomes the power of God unto ſabva+» 


tion: For, ſays the apoſtle Paul, the weapons 
F our warfare are not carnal, but mighty thro 
God to the pulling down of ſtrong holds*. And 
what was performed by the goſpel of old, in 
a miraculous way, is ſaid to be in Ss 
eration of the Spirit and of power *, If by the 
arm of the Lord you underſtand either of theſe, 
it will come to the ſame thing. But it ſeems 
to me to be moſt juſtly interpreted of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt himſelf, becauſe this beſt agrees 
with the words immediately following the text. 
He ſhall grow up before him.as a tender plant, 
and as à root out of a dry ground, &ca. And 
we know our bleſſed Saviour has moſt. emi- 
nently diſplayed this, as well as the other attri- 
butes of his divine Father, that he is himſelf 
omnipotent, and is called by the apoſtle Paul 
the power, as well as the wiſdom of Gd“. 
_ REveEALING the divine arm alludes to w 
man's making bare his arm, in order to the per- 
formance of ſome powerful and i important work. 
So ſays this prophet, in another place, The Lord 
hath 1. bare his holy arm in the. 1 75 of all 
1. 


Acts iv. 28. 1 Ver. 21. Exod. vi. 6. . xxvii. 5. Acts 


xiii. 7, &c. * Rom. i. 16. 1 Cor. i. 18. 2 Cor. x. 4. 1 Cor. 
„„ * Yer. 2: e 8 


VV 
nations, and all the ends of the earth ſhall ſee 
the ſalvation of our God*, Thus Chri/t and his 
goſpel being hid from the wiſe and prudent, are 
revealed. Les: babes). And thus, in his per- 

ſonal character, and mediatorial undertakings 
he is moſt powerfully revealed by the work 
of converſion in the ſoul. And both theſe muſt 

go together. He that evangelically believes the 
report, muſt have the divine arm revealed to 
him, and paſs under the effectual influenee of 
it; agreeable with that paſſage of the apoſtle 
Paul to the Philippians.— Morꝶ᷑ out your own ſal- 
vation with fear and trembling. For it is God 
that wor keth in you, both to will and to do of bis 
good pleaſure . 5 
Ir we enquire by whom theſe quiſtiols' are 
put, we ſhould underſtand them, as contain- 
ing the concurrent complaints of all the faith- 
ful miniſters of the goſpel. ' The obſtinate in- 
credulity of mankind was the burden of the 
ancient patriarchs; of Noah and of Lot; of the 
great lawgiver of Hrael, and of the man after 

God's own heart; and not only of 1/aiah himſelf, 
who utters this Jamentation, but of all the reſt of | 
the prophets. But I think we are chiefly to un- 
derſtand the words in a prophetical view of the 
oppoſition and neglect the goſpel ſhould meet 
with, at its publication under the new teſta- 
ment, of which our Saviour himſelf complains 
in ſo pathetic: a manner, when he reproaches the 
Cities where he had often preached, and. con- 
armed his doctrine by 1 8 ta miracles: Wo the 
"711 SHOES 


. Ui. „ Math. xi. 26. Chap. ii. 12, 13. 
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thee Chorazin, 0 unto thee Bethſaida: for if 
the mighty works which were done in you, hud been 
done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago in fackcloth' and aſhes *. And. to the 
ſame purpoſe, how moving is his expoſtulation 
with Feruſalem itſelf? O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, 

how often would ] have gathered thy children to- 
gether, even as 4 ben gathereth her chickens un- 
der her wings, but ye would not“ This was 
the frequent complaint of the apoſtles, and ſo 
it has been of the miniſters of Chriſt in every 
age of the church. And perhaps there was never 
more occaſion for it, than in our own times. 
Ir it be inquired to whom this mournful 
complaint is addreſſed; no doubt it is intended 
to carry in it all the force of an expoſtulation, 
with inattentive and unbelieving hearers. For 
thus the ſame prophet is repreſented by the apo- 
ſtle Paul, as ſpeaking to Iſrael, All day long have 
T ftretched forth my hands unto* à diſobedient 
and gainſaying people*, And as the prophets 
mourned in ſecret for the obſtinacy, unbelief, 
and diſobedience of the people; ſo theſe words 
expreſs the affliction that few feel in ſo pungent 
a manner, as thoſe, who #nowing /tbe terrors of 
be Lord, and having received a true taſte of the 
grace of the goſpel themſelves, per/wade men; 
and yet find thoſe ferrors deſpiſed, and that 
grace rejected. This grievous reflection often 
loads their breaſts with ſecret ſighs, and extorts 
from them, in their retirements, many a mourn- 
ful foliloquy of this kind. And it is in this man- 


ner 


„„!!! ß hz... 
Hai. xlix. 4 | A | P 37 ; 
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ner they complain to one another, and frequently 
mix their tears with thoſe of their fellow-la- 
bourers in the ſame work, and other friends of 
Cbriſt, and of immortal ſouls. But here the 
words chiefly repreſent the complaint they 
make to heaven; for as it is from thence they 
have their hain. and from thence they 
expect their fucceſs, fo they very properly lay 


their ſorrowful diſappointments at the divine 


feet. Thus the Septuagint tranſlation renders this 
Bus ge, and thus the apoſtle Paul repeats it: For 
ſaias ſaith, Lord, who hath believed our report? 


In treating on theſe words, I ſhall, 


IJ. Inquirt a little into the nature of this 
report, and why the goſpel is fo called, 


II. War propriety the miniſters of | 
Chriſt have in it, and FE it 1s called | 
theirs, 


III. Wu Ar it is to believe it, 


IV. How worthy it is of religions = 
gard, and credit, „ 


V. Since it has met with, comparatively, 
but little ſucceſs, I ſhall inquire into the 
reaſons of this. And from hence, 


VI. Ir will appear, what juſt occaſion 
thoſe, eſpecially, who are concerned in 
making this report, have to wonder and 
Ae .to 2 and complain. - 
T0; 


2 
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1. THEN | Eprapoſed 6 to inquire into hola na- 
ture of this * and why the e 18 tocalled. 


ALI. Trois revelation indeed comes £69 
this character. Not that it is calculated to gra- 
tify the vain curioſity of the fooliſh, bold, and 
roving minds of finful men; but, if it be duly 
conſidered, with relation to its author, its evi- 
dence, its various parts, and its deſign, toge- 
ther with the character and circumſtances of 
thoſe to whom it is ſent, it will certainly ap- 
pear to contain every thing of the moſt impor- 
tant and intereſting kind to the ſouls of men; 
every thing of a religious nature, that may fa 
tisfy the reaſonable expectations of the moſt . 
inquiſitive, and every thing becoming the wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs of the divine Being to reveal. 
And thus it is a perfect revelation. As we find 
ourſelves rational Creatures, what could be more 
becoming the attributes of God to acquaint us 
with, or what more uſeful for us to inquire after, 
than the nature and perfections of his Being, 
and the rights of his government? — what 
more worthy of himſelf, or more import- 
ant to us, than an information into our own 
original, our relation to himſelf, and the con- 
dition of our nature as it came out of his hands? 
vat more needful to be fevealed to us, than 
the reaſons of that ignorance and alienation, from 
-our great Creator and Governour, and that pro- p 
penſity, which our conſciences too ſadly teſtify | 
we * to chat which i __ evil ; the true Nag 1 
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12 © The COMPLAINTS of 

of the various and innumerable afflictions, to 
which we are ſubject now; the neceſſity of 
death, as well as thoſe terrors which attend our 
apprehenſions of its approach, and our entrance 

into our future and eternal condition? Theſe 
inquiries are not only abundantly provided for 
in the ſacred ſcriptures, but, what is yet of in- 
finitely more importance, we have there a moſt 


_ aſtoniſhing, and yet clear, and well ſupported 


diſcovery, of the great defign and method of our 
reſtoration to the divine favour, and to ever- 
laſting happineſs by our Lord Jeſus Chrift. That 
theſe good tidings of ſalvation are chiefly in- 
tended, in the paſſage under our conſideration, 


as they are to be found in the prophecies of the 


old teſtament, and in the evangelical report of 
the new, will evidently appear from the con- 
text. The original word includes the idea of 


bearing, and is ſometimes rendered doctrine; 


and it is therefore very properly uſed in this place 
to repreſent this report, which is the revelation 


that the prophets and apoſtles received, on the 


fulleſt evidence, and which they faithfully in- 


ſtructed the people-into®; as the apoſtle John 


expreſſes it, That which was from the beginning, 
ohich we have heard, which we have ſeen with 
our eyes, avhich we have looked upon, and our 
hands haue handled: of the word of life, declare 
we unto yu. It is that which was thus re- 
vealed 3 heaven, - publiſhed by Chriſt him- 
ſelf, and delivered by holy men, under the im- 


mediate inſpiration of the Spirit of God; that 


„ Dres Ad ii. ar. John i. 1, ; 


2 Unsvccessrur MIxISTRV. 13 
which ſtands recorded in the ſacred and un- 
erring volumes of the ſcriptures, and from 


thence is daily reported in the miniſtration of 
_ Sole. Which leads mes | | 


II. Toi inquire more n penicalarts whoſe this 
report is, what propriety the miniſters of Chriff 
have in it, and why it is called bezrs. —Hho 
hath believed our report? 

AnD whether this be confined to any 
men, who appeared in the character of pro- 
phets, under the old teſtament, and of ap 
ſtles under the new, or be conſidered as the : 
more general miniſtration of the faithful 
preachers of the goſpel in every age, = 

1. IT is not called their report, in order to re- 
preſent it as the diſcovery of mere human pow- 

ers, tho? in the moſt exalted condition to which 
they have been capable of ariſing, fince the 
fall. For whatever remains of capacity, to 
| anſwer the purpoſes of God's glory, the carry- 
ing on the deſigns of his providence, and the 
welfare of ſociety, may be connected with our 
nature, under the ſad defection in which we 
find it ; yet reaſon and experience abundantly 
confirm, what the whole current of divine re- 
velation teſtifies, that the carnal mind is en- 
mity againſt God, for it is not ſubjett to the law 
of God, neither indeed can bes. Where is the 
wiſe ? where i is the ſcribe? where is the diſ- 
puter of this world ?—for the world by wiſdom 
Snow: not Goa). . And the natural man recetveth 
not 
E vine + 210. h 20 06 


14 The Cour LAINTS of 
not the things of the Spirit of God : for they are 
foohſhneſs unto him; neither can he know them, 
becanſe they are ſpiritually di ſcerned i. If it had 
been otherwiſe, then, undoubtedly, the men of 
the greateſt natural and acquired abilities would 
have been conſtantly employed in this work; 
whereas, for the manifeſtation of the in ante 
wiſdom and power of God, the contrary of 
this very often appears: inſomuch that the 
apoſtle Pau fays to the Corinthians, Ye ſee your 
calling, brethren, how that not many wiſe men 
after the fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble 
are called. But God hath choſen the fookſh things 
of the world, to confound the wiſe—that no Helo 
Should glory in his preſences. 
2. Mocn leſs is it called their report, as if 
it were invented or contrived by them. The 
variety of religious ſchemes among the. hea- 
thens were indeed the product of the policy 
of their lawgivers, the craft of their prieſts, 
or the imagination of their poets: and the 
extreme abſurdity and folly which appear in 
them all, abundantly teſtify the judicial infa- 
tuation which men are left to, when they dare 
venture to uſurp this peculiar prerogative of the 
divine Being. This is fully evident alſo in the 
inventions and traditions, which were, with ſo 
much juſtice and ſeverity, condemned by our 
Saviour in the Scribes and Phariſees. And we 
abundantly behold it in the monſtrous, and ido- 
latrous doctrines, and ſuperſtitions of the church 
of Rome and it were to be withed there yrs 
S1 
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an UnsvccessruL MiniSTRY. Yo 
leſs appearance of any thing of this kind-in other 
churches. No—the religion of the bible is no 
human contrivance, but is all of divine original. 
For prophecy came not in old time by the will of 
man : but holy men of God ſpake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt*. And therefore, ſays 
the apoſtle Peter, We have not followed cunningly 
deviſed Fables, when wwe made known to you the 
power, and coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but 
[were eye-witneſſes of his majeſly®, And ſo the 
great apoſtle of the Gentiles, ſpeaking of one of 
the ordinances of the new teſtament, ſays,— 
What I received of the Lord, that deliver Tunto 
you". Thus it is God's meſſage, and the report 
of his miniſters; and it can be no further 
eſteemed a true report, than it is ſtrictly agree- 
able with the inſtructions which they have re- 
ceived from him. Again, 
3. If is not ſo heir report, as to be at their 
diſpoſal, to deliver it only when, where, and to 
whom they. pleaſe. The commiſſion of the 
Prophets,. under the legal diſpenſation, - was in- 
deed often confin'd; tho then it was ſubject to 
the immediate direction of God himſelf; but 
it is the peculiar glory of the goſpel, that its 
reat Founder has commanded the miniſters of 
It to publiſh. it, in ſeaſon; and out of ſeaſon , 
and, as they have opportunity, to go, and teach : 
all nations ?, and preach the goſpel to every crea- 
ture d. The manner of this alſo is under ſpe- 
cial e in the new * teſtament.; 1 and the 
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opportunities of it under the . direction 
of divine providence. | 
4. NoR is it fo their report, as that the fav- | 
ceſs of it ſhould be in their power. No, they 


have this treaſure in earthen veſſels, that the ex- 


cellency'of the power may be of God, and not of 
them ©; and, tho' Paul hath Planted, and Apol- 
los watered, it is God only that ger the in- 


creaſe *. 
Bor the goſpel may be very property: calle 
the report of the miniſters of it, 


1.) As they themſelves are ſuppoſed to be 


convinced of its truth and authority, its excel- 
lency and importance ; to have embraced the 


ſalvation it propoſes by a living faith, and as the 
fruit of it, to have the diſpoſition of their minds, 
as well as their external behaviour under the in- 
. fluence of its ſacred government. 


And then 
they are ſuppoſed to ſpeak from knowledge and 
experience. Men that have had no true taſte of 
divine things, nor have felt any of this influ- 
ence upon their own hearts and lives, may re- 


Port the faith and experience of others, but 


it is not their own report. This indeed is a 


_ dreadful, but I fear too common a caſe in our 


times: and as one can ſcarce conceive of per- 


| fons in a more ſcandalous and dangerous fitua- 


tion, among the profeſſors of chriſtianity ; fo 
the. frequency of this wicked and adventrous 
undertaking, has done more injury to real re- 


ligion, than can be eafilyimagined. And fuch 


men would do well to conſider, that, whatever 


5 & Cor, iv. 7. ; # I Cor, iii. 6. 


ſe- 


. 


* 
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ſecular advantages they may hereby obtain, it 
is reaſonable to conelude, that their fearful re- 
tribution hereafter will be in proportion to the 
miſchief they have done. But thoſe who may 
venture to call the goſpel heir report are ſuch; - 
who, having been found faithful, are enabled 
by Chriſt Jeſus, and put into the miniftiry* ; ſuch 
who having themſelves #nown the terrors of the 
Lord, perſuade others v. The doctrines they have 
ſincerely believed, and the things whichthey have 
effectually experienced, they report tothe people: 


and like Caleb and Juſbua, they ſay to them, The 


land we paſſed thro to ſcurch it, is an exceeding 
good land à land flowing with mil and honey. 
2.) IT is their report, as a ſtrict and induſ- 


Fbous enquiry into the ſubjeRt matter of it, and 
by "23 faithful diſcovery of the reſult of this enquiry, 
is the peculiar buſineſs of their lives. It is by 


prayer, ſtudy, and meditation they enquire, and 
by their public miniſteations they report. And 

tho it is indeed the moſt important concern of 
all men, yet it is more profeſſedly theirs, in be- 
half of the ſalvation of the fouls of others, 
as wel as their . THE 


4.) Ir may be called fo, as they are prin- 


cipally, and in a ſpecial manner appointed, 
and employed by the church of God in this 
great and important buſineſs. To this purpoſe 
they are choſen, and ſet apart*: and for this 
end they are, or ought to bs freed from the 
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18 The COMPLAIN Ts of | 
anxious cares and buſineſs of this world?, and ho- 


nourably ſupported and encouraged, by thoſe, in 
_ Whole ſpiritual ſervice they are engaged“. But, 


4.) War I think is chiefly intended, and 
which gives the greateſt confirmation, and dig- 
nity both to their character, and their report, is, 
that they have received a divine commiſſion to 
deliver the pleaſure of the Lord to mankind. 
Thus the apoſtle Paul magnifies his office, when 


he infiſts, that the people ſhould account of 


thoſe that ſuſtain it, as of the miniſters of Chriſt, 
and ſtewards of the myſteries of God *, as di iſpen- 


fers of the goſpel, the word of reconci liation which 


is committed to them 1 procend.” - 


HII. To enquire what 'it is to FL this 


report. +88; 


1. THis undoubtedly 8 the illumi- 
nation of the underſtanding, and ſuch a ratio- 
nal and ſpiritual acquaintance with its mean- 
ing and deſign, its nature and importance, as 
will be the proper effect of the revelation of the 
divine arm. The Lord opens the eyes of them 


that believe, that they may behold wondrous 


things out of bis lad e. And thus the prophets 
foretold, that our bleſſed Saviour ſhould bea ig 
of the Gentiles ; to open the blind eyes, to bring 


, aut the priſoners from the priſon, and them that fit 


in darknefs out of the priſon houſe ; that he might 
be God's ſalvation unto the end of the earth*.. 
And Chrift himſelf ſays, that what his F ather 
has hid from the wiſe and prudent, be has re- 


vealed 


v2 Tim. i ii. 4. 1 Cor. chap! ix. ® chap. iv. 1. Þ chap. ix. 17. 


9 19. Pal. exix. 18. © Iſai. xlii. 6, 7. 1 8 xx. — 


an UxsUcSESs FUL Mf 
vealed unto babes; — neither knoweth any man 


. »the Father ſave the Son, and be. to whomſo= 
er the Son will reveal him* ; for unto ſome. 


it is given to know the myſteries of the kingdom, 
| but to others it is not given l. A faith founded 
in ignorance is no true faith; and yet all 
natural knowledge is inſufficient to it. It. is 


ſaid of Chriſt when he was riſen, that he opened 


the underſtanding of his diſciples, that they 
might underſtand the ſcriptures s. And thus, as 
he is the true hight, and his people &now of his 
doctrine h; ſo God who commanded. the light to 
| ſhine out of darkneſs, kath ſhined in their hearts, 
to give them the light F the kngwledge of hts 


, glory, in the face of | Jeſus Chriſti” He hath 
given them the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation, 
in the knowledge of him: that the eyes of their un- 


derſtanding being enlightened: they might know 
what is the hope of his calling, and what is the 


_ that believe, according to the working: lof bir 


he raiſe him from the dead, and ſet bim at his 
own right hand in the heavenly places sx. 


2. To believe this report is to give full cre- 


dit to the truth of it. It is not only to enter- 
tain ſpeculative notions about it, or faint ſup- 
poſitions of its poſſible. reality; ; but, from full 
conviction, to entertain it as unqueſtionable 
truth. Or, as Jobn the baptiſt ſays concern- 


ing faith, 1 in Jeſus Cori fo He that hath received 


V 


Matth. 6 25,27. * cha 8 13. : Taka xxiv. 45. 
* * i. 9. chap. vi, i = Cor. iv. 6. * Eph. i. 1720. 


K. 


exceeding greatneſs of his power towards them 


power, which be wrought in Chriſt, when 
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bis teſtimony, hath ſet to his ſeal, that God is 
irue l. And, as the author to the Hebrews ex- 
plains its nature, when he calls it te ſubſiance 
ef things boped for, and the evidence of things 
net ſeen w. And thus, 
3- A BELIEVER, having a proper acquaint- 
ance with the nature and deſign of the goſ- 
pel, and an effectual conviction of the truth of 
it, moſt joyfully accepts its propoſals ; - and, 
like thoſe primitive confeſſors, at the firſt ſer- 
mon of Peter, after our Lord's aſcenſion, 
gladly receives the word®, and becomes obedj= 
ent to the heavenly callo. Thus true con- 
verts are repreſented as looking ta Feſus for fal- 
vation®;. coming io him, as to the living ſione\* 1 
 fiying to him for refuge; ſaying, To whom 
ſhall we go but unto tbee ? they bali * dt 4 
een Hie. And then, 135 | 
.. THey that truly believe this repart, en⸗ 
tirely rely on the principal ſubject of it for ſalva. 
tion,. Being fully convinced by the ſacred ſcrip- 
tures, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the tranſs 
actions of the everlaſting covenant, and as con- 
ſider'd in his great characters, his undertaking, 
and the execution of his offices, is the ſure, and 
only foundation of a 'believer's hope!, and that 
there is ua other name given under heaven, wheres 
4% We can be ſoved®; — that the great, and 
n 1 is from wh by's an imputative 


exchange; 
! Jah" li. 39. * Heb. x XI. 7. ® ABs i i. 41. o oh. XXVi, 19. 
8 Heb.” xii. 41 Pet. ij, „ { * Heb. vi. 18. * John vi. 68, 


7 21 Cor. üi. 11. Alu . 12. E 
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exchange; and that Cbriſt was made. ſin for us, 
who knew no ſin ; that we - might be made the 
righteouſneſs of God in bim v; ; and being ſenſible 
that this cou'd be provided for, and effected by 
none, but one poſſeſs d of his infinite abilities; in 
this view, I ſay, they reſt their entire confi- 
dence in him, and truſt alone to his atone- 
ment and ſacrifice, his imputed righteouſneſs 
and powerful interceſſion, for juſtification and 
acceptance with God. And this dependance 
furniſhes them with all the true peace and 
5 2 they enjoy, with reſpect to 2 future ſtate. 
1 85 0 | 
5 g. TRUE believers hon? Sad upireally 
I obey the precepts of this report. Tho they 
are fully convinced that the merit of their gal. 
vation abſolutely and entirely depends, as I 
have ſaid, on the ſatisfaction: and obedience of 
Chriſt; yet, that very faith, by which the re- 
fort of this Saviour bimfelf, with all his fal- 
vation, is apprehended, and applied, is of @ 
renewing and ſanctifying nature. And, as with- 
out it, it is :mpoſſible to pleaſe Gad *; fo faith, 
with the moſt pompous pretenſions and ap- 
 pearanices, I it hath not works, is dead, being 
alone *, For in Jeſus Chrift neither circumci- 
on ee any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but 
that faith which wworketh by Jove?, and bringeth 
forth the genuine fruits of obedience; nor can 
any man be ſaved without theſe fruits, for with- 
et as no man an ER the, Lordi. And 


_ thus, 
22 Cor. v. 21. Heb. xi. 6. 1 17. Gal. v. 6. 
* Heb. xii. 14. ae | | 
A PP 
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thus, as the apoſtle James expreſſes it, by awo 
Is oP made 6 arti But this leads me, 
a To enquire ne worthy this report is 
a ao e and credit. ; 2 


Aub what'i is it one would with to bei in a 
revelarioft that ſhou'd engage the attention of 
the whole world, and ſilence every objection 

in the minds of men prone to unbebef ? I ſay, 

what kind of a report from heaven wou'd one, 
jn this caſe, with for? but ſuch an one, as, from 
the united characters of thoſe who publiſh it, 

ſhou'd be without exception: — That provi- 

dential cite ſhou'd' be taken, that the publica. 

tion of it ſhou d be of an extent ſuited to its n 

ture and importance; that both its external and 

internal evidence ſhou'd-be complete; that it 

thou'd iy all reſpects! be agreeable to the glo- 

rious attributes of the divine Being; — and 

that it ſhou'd convey tidings of the moſt inter- 

eſting concernment to the welfare of man- 

kind. And if ſo, methinks, a little atten- 

tion ſhou'd convince us that al theſe chara- 

cters appear, very evidently, in the bleſſed „„ 

t under our conſideration. For, | 

1. It muſt be acknowledg d that no iber | 
| book has brought with it any tolerable prof i 

of a divine original, much leſs ſuch complete 
evidence as the Bible has to ſupport it. 80 that, 
if this revelation: be, not from heaven, we 


bave none from thence. And how inconſiſtent 
7 muſt 
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- muſt this be with the character of the great 
and good God, who has implanted in the 
hearts of all mankind, more or leſs, a ſenſe of 
the need of ſuch a revelation, and ron * 
ſires after it? But, 
2. If we conſider its external evidence, 
1.) Its truth and authority have been 55 
ported by thoſe, whoſe witneſs ought to : 
eſteemed as of the greãteſt weight. God him- 
ſelf has ſometimes condeſcended to give his 
immediate teſtimony to it. The Father has 
done it ſeveral times from heaven; the Son, 
eſpecially by his miniſtry when upon earth ; « 
and it has been the conſtant work of the di- 
- - vine Spirit, not only by his miraculous influ- 
© ence on the meſſengers appointed of old, and 
his co-operation with them, but his preſence 
with his faithful miniſters and people, accord- 
ing to the promiſe of Chri/t, ever fince. An- 
gels have been ſometimes employed on this 
embaſſy. They frequently inſtructed the pa- 
triarchs; the law was given by their miniſtra- 
tion; they attended the birth, the miniſtry, 
the reſutrection, and aſcenſion of our Lord; 
5 they aſſiſted and comforted his apoſtles; and 
they are ſtill miniſtring ſpirits, ſent: forth to 
miniſter to them, who ſhall be heirs of ſalva- 
tion. Holy men were employed under the 
old teſtament in the character of Jroghets, 
and in the firſt age of the chriſtian diſpenſa- 
tion under that of apoſtles : the truth of their 
teſtimony was ſupported 0 the accompliſh- 
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ment of their prophecies, and the working of 
moſt unqueſtionable and aſtoniſhing miracles, 
as well as the ſeal of the blood of multitudes. 
And it has been ſo order'd by providence, that 
a ſucceſſion of faithful men have been, in all 
ages, appointed to continue this report, and to 
defend its divine original; which they have 
been enabled to do, with ſuch evidence, as has 
hitherto triumph'd over all the malicious arts 
of ſatan, and the policy and power of its un- 
grateful and deſperate oppoſers, among men. 
It muſt alſo be acknowledg'd that the private 
Witneſſes to it, in all generations, have been 
without number; who, from the rational con- 
viction they have received of its verity, the 
effects they have felt of its power, in the hap- 
py influence it has had on the temper of their 
minds, and by the ſimplicity and regularity of 
their converſations, have confirmed it. And, 
making reaſonable allowance for the too great 
number of thoſe, who, in this imperfect ſtate 
of things, will always be found to diſgrace ſo 
holy a profeſſion, it will be 3 by 
thoſe who judge impartially, that, conſidering 
the great ſelf denial that attends it, this adds no 
ſmall weight to the general evidence. We are 
alſo not without witneſſes to this report among 
the heathen hiſtorians, philoſophers, and poets, 
as its apologifts have frequently obſerved “. 
And I will venture to ſay, that the teſtimony 
hich divine revelation has often received from 


the 


= See 2 large collection of theſe teſtimonies in Grot. de werit. 
relig. chriſt. lib. i. F. 16. & lib. int, T4246. . 
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the worſt of men, is of no ſmall conſideration 
in this caſe. 'For, their witneſs they have many 
of em been obliged to give to this report, and 
that too, as thoſe of us who have been uſed to 
attend fick beds have frequently obſerved, at a 
time, when they might be ſuppoſed to be leaſt 
capable of deceiving themſelves, or other men; 
And, very often, the nearer they have ap- 
proached to the awful account they had to ren- 
der to God, of the contempt they had, in 
time paſt, ſhewn to this . the more they 


have feared its dreadful conſequences : and tho, ; | 


in health and vigour, they have derided the 
faith and hope of good men, and abſolutely 
_ refuſed a wendest to the revealed will of 
God in their lives, yet, in their laſt moments, 
many of them have been ready to cry out with 
Balaam, O that I might die the death of the 
righteous, and that my woe end mig be like 
bie Again; 
2.) The antiquity, and extent of the publi- 
cation of this report have been ſuited to its na- 
ture, and importance. It was revealed by God 

| himſelf to our firſt parents, immediately after 
their fall, and it was continued, in an ex- 
traordinary way, to others of the patriarchs, 
both before and after the flood; it was pub- 
liſhed by Moſes, the great lawgiver, to the 
people X Tſrael, and afterwards by the pro- 
phets ſent to them from time to time, and often- 
to the neighbouring nations. And the goſpel, 


being, under the new teſtament, firſt” moſt 
= clearly 
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clearly preached by Chriſt and his immediate 
followers at Jeruſalem, was, by the divine 
commithon, and by the providential ſcatterin 
of the diſciples of our Lord, ſpread thro' the 
various nations under the Roman empire : it 1s 
ſtill publiſhed ; and, notwithſtanding all the op- 
poſition it meets with, God has promiſed, and 
that promiſe muſt be made good, that the earth 
ſhall be filled with the knowledge of it, as the 
waters cover the ſea *, But, 4 
3.) Tux admirable connection of the two 
diſpenſations, of the law and goſpel, is a far- 
ther ſtrong proof of the divine authority of 
both; eſpecially when we conſider the differ- 
_ ence of their forms, and that they were publiſhed 
in ſuch remote ages from one another, and by 
a variety of perſons of very different circum- 
ſtances, trained up under different modes of 
education, and various ſecular governments, 
cuſtoms, and manners. And this will more 
fully appear, if we reflect how neceſſary the 
hiſtory of the old teſtament was to the intro- 
duction of the new; that the main uſe of the 
ceremonial law was evidently, on the one 
hand, to typify the atonement of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſi, and the evangelical ſanctification 
of his church, together with other glorious 
myſteries of the goſpel, under the former diſ- 
penſation; and that thoſe very rites were plainly 
intended to furniſh us with the cleareſt explica- 
tion of theſe myſteries, under the latter. Many 
propheſies alſo of the old teſtament manifeſtly 
Ts | „ | refer 
e Ila. xi. 9. Hab. ii. 14. 
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refer to the Me Mab, his miſſion, and ſalvation: 
by him, and that in ſuch innumerable circum- 
ſtantial facts, as, after the labour'd attempts of 
many able adverſaries, cannot, without the 
utmoſt diſtortion, be underſtood in any other 
light, In one word, if to all this it be added, 
that our Saviour and his apoſtles have aben⸗ 
dantly eſtabliſhed the diſpenſation of Moſes, 
and the miniſtry of the prophets, and have 
even appealed to them, for the confirmation 
of chriſtianity, and that we find, upon the 
moſt critical examination, their doctrines moſt 
exactly harmonize; I ſay, when all theſe things 
are conſider'd, how is it poſſible not to receive 
a conviction of the truth of the whole? More- 


X over,. 


4.) RrvrLAT ION ſtands confirmed by in- 
3 and well atteſted miracles. 
Wx one ſeriouſſy and thoroughly to examine 
the aſtoniſhing facts of this ſort, eſpecially thoſe 
which are recorded in the new teſtament, ſuch 
as the healing of diſeaſes impoſſible to be cured in 

a natural way, reſtoring limbs wither'd from the 
womb, giving ears to the deaf, ſpeech to the 
dumb, and eyes to them who were born blind, 
feeding thouſands at a time in deſart places : 


with a few loaves and fiſhes, nay railing per- 


ſons from the dead, and this in the moſt pu- 
blic and inconteſtible manner; were one to 
conſider that theſe facts were publiſhed ſoon 
over the whole world, and innumerable liv- 

ing witneſſes were appealed to, who main- 


| tained their credit againſt all the art and power 
1 9 0 * of 
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of the enemies of chriſtianity, notwithſtand- 
ing their number, their ſubtilty, their watch- 
fulneſs and malice: what reſolution of unbe- 
lief ſhould be capable of fencing the con- 
viction? 

Bur farther, if we conſider, with any at- 
tention and impartiality, that grand fundamen- 
tal proof of this ſort, I mean our Saviour's 
reſurrection from the dead, what unanſwerable 
evidence would it afford ? Thus, if we were 
to enquire into the certainty and public manner 
of his death ; if we were to confider the number 
of the witneſſes of his reſurrection, one at one 
time, two at another, three at another, and ſeven 
at another ; that he was ſeen ſeveral times by 
eleven, nay once by no leſs than five hundred ; 
that many of them, at different times, con- 
verſed with him for forty days; that they eat 
and drank with him, that they felt his wounds, 
and ſaw him aſcend up into heaven ; that moſt 
of theſe witneſſes appear to have been poſſeſt 
of good natural underſtanding, were men of 
watchful obſervation, and who had very little 
faith themſelves in the accompliſhment of this 
ſtrange fact, until it was accompliſh'd ; if theſe 
things were duly weighed, who could poſſibly 
believe that they ſhou'd be all impoſed upon; 
and that, to ſuch a degree, as to be willing to 


give up their lives unto death for the confirma- 


tion of their teſtimony? And then, if they 
| were not impoſed upon, and yet the fact be 
not true, what follows, but that theſe wit- 
neſſes were all confederates in the impoſture ? 

- and 
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And who that reflects on their numbers, the 
ſimplicity of their education, and manners, 
and the evident incapacity of their qualifications 


for a deſign of this fort, can poſſibly imagine 


they invented, or practiſed ſo unheard-of a 
fraud on the public, and this too at ſuch a 
place as Feruſalem, and on the minds of fo 
numerous, ſo wiſe, and ſo cautious a ſet of 
opponents? Nay, that all this ſhou'd be at- 
tempted, when they could have no worldly 
profit or honour to hope for, from the at- 
tempt; but, on the other hand, the certain 
proſpect of infamy, and ruin in this world, the 
diſtraction of a conſcience always charging 
them with the moſt atrocious guilt, and a 


A, 


fearful expectation of the juſt and eternal ven- 


eance of the God of truth, in the world to 
comme? And farther, if it were an im poſture, 
how ſtrangely improbable muſt it be, that 
there ſhou'd not be one found among theſe 
' witneſſes, who, under the moſt excruciating 


torments, and in the immediate views of | 


death, ſhou'd be brought to own the fraud, 


and diſcover the combination? Thus, if theſe _ 


things were duly confider'd, ſurely the proof 


given of this glorious miracle might well bear 


the weight of the whole argument, in defence 


of the divine report for which we are plead- 
ing. But, 


To this aſtoniſhing * of chriſtianity 1 | 


muſt add the many wonders which immedi- 
ately followed our Lord's aſcenſion; the effuſion 
of the Spirit, with i its miraculous conſequences ; 

5 * 
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the gifts of tongues and miracles, which were 


ſhed fo publicly, and on fo many in the pri- 
mitive times; together with the numerous 
converſions, even of three thouſand at one op- 
portunity. And as it was expreſsly foretold by 


our Saviour himſelf, that zhe gates of bell ſhou'd 


never prevail againſt his church * ; ſo it wants 
no proof that, by the ſimplicity of preaching, 
the goſpel has made its way thro all the 


mighty oppoſition it has met with from carnal 


wiſdom, riches, and power, under the direc- 


tion of the luſts of men, in every generation, 
down to our own time. So that upon the 


: whole, I think I may venture to aſk, whether it is 


offible that ſuch united evidence can be con- 
tradicted, with any appearance of reaſon or mo- 
 deſty ? or rather, after all the contempt which 
has been caſt upon divine faith, if I may be 


allowed the manner of the expreſſion, even. 


the moſt ſtupid credulity may not be juſtly 
chargeable on thoſe who treat this bleſſed re- 


velation as an impoſture | ? But again, 
2. THERE is the internal evidence of this 
report, and which fully confirms how worthy 


it is of religious credit. Whatever proofs of 


the former kind have been brought to ſupport 


this revelation, if its doctrines had been irra- 


tional in themſelves, unworthy of the divine 
Being, calculated to contradict the firſt prin 

ciples of human knowledge, and the neceſſary 
attributes of God, to gratify the corruptions 
and luſts of men, or to injure human ſociety ; 


theſe 
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theſe conſiderations would have been very juſt 
objections to its credibility. But as it is impoſ- 
ſible, in its own nature, that God ſhould have 
ſet ſuch miraculous ſeals, as have been men- 
tioned, to a ſcheme of this ſort; ſo it is a full 
confirmation of the divine authority of this re- 
fort, that it is moſt reaſonable in itſelf; it 
gives us the moſt juſt and exalted ideas of the 
divine nature, and attributes; and it accounts 
for our own Allen circumſtances, with all our 
ignorance and defilement; for the innumerable 


afflictions we paſs through, and our ſubjection 3 


to death. Nor doth it leave us here, but it re- 


veals to us a way of recovery and ſalvation, that 


rovides for the honour of all God's perfections, 
and lays the moſt ſure foundation for the believ- 
er's hope; it furniſhes the underſtanding with 
the moſt inſtructive and uſeful diſcoveries; its 
dictates are happily calculated to regulate the 


judgment, and bring the paſſions and affections 


of the mind into a due ſubjection to its ſupe- 
riour powers, and to employ them to the pur- 
poſes for which they were originally deſigned. 


So that, under the influence of the divine Spi- 


rit, it has the moſt natural and proper tendency 
to purify the heart, and govern the converſa- 
tion, in ſuch a manner, as to make men truly 


wiſe, and juſt, and good; to inſtruct them how 


to fill up their ſeveral family relations to the beſt 
advantage, to render their friendſhips prudent, 
faithful, and laſting, to make them moſt uſe- 
ful members of the commonwealth, and to 
inſpire them with all the tender ſentiments of 

| „ 1 1 DOm 


fn. ey” | 
benen and charity. And tas it has beef 
able to do infinitely more to promote theſe 

bleſſed and important ends, than all the prin- 
ciples of the moſt refined philoſophy that ever 

Was taught in the world, or than any other 

pretended revelation has attempted; n 
furniſhed with the moſt rational, and power- 
ful motives to ſupport us under the afflictions 
to which human nature is ſubject, in its paſ- 
ſage thro this vale of tears, in the views 
of its diſſolution, and of the important things 
which are to follow ; as well as that, to ani- 
mate our hopes and joys, it ſometimes affords 
us even prelibations of the bleſſedneſs of the 
eternal world. 

Tus divine ovation comes lend 
to-us with ſuch evidence, both' of an external 
and internal kind, as at once confirms its truth, 

and diſcovers its importance,—its importance 
to the glory of God, and our own ufefulneſs and 
happineſs, both in this world, and in that which 

is to come. And ſince the diſpenſation of it under 
the goſpel is good news, as that word ſignifies * ; 
fince it is he goſpel of the grace of God t, the glo- 

rious goſpel of Chrift*, the goſpel of truth k, 
and the power of Cod unto ſalvationi; ſince 
it is the kindeſt manifeſtation of the divine fa- 
vour to men, and brings with it peace and good 
will u, pardon and reconcitiation *, tife and im- 

mortality *; in a word, ſince, it is calculated to 
make us ey good d eternally happy, it muſt 

needs 


: 8 Acts xx. 24. > er. iv. 4. Rom. i. 9. k Col. 
i. 5. Rom i. 16. * Luke ii. 14. e v. 18. 2 Tim. i. 10. 
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needs deſerve out higheſt regard, and require 
our utmoſt endeavours to promote all the cre- 


dit of iu men, that its cvidenge claims. 


N ee We : | 1212 


V. Sinekb 3 the full ali 


mony this report brings along with it, its great 
importance to the glory of God, and our ſpe- 
cial intereſt, it has met with for little ſucceſs 
upon the minds of men, 'we have propoſed 
to engage into the reaſon of this. And, 


As it muſt be. acknowledged chat the #3 


tual revelation of the goſpel. of Jeſus Chrift 
to the ſalvation of the ſouls of men, muſt be 
reſolved into the ſovereignty of God?, and 
the operations of his Spirit; ſo it is, in a Tas 
tional and perſuaſive way, that his people are 
made a willing people in the day of his power d. 


And. therefore what I principally intend here, 


is to give you ſome account of thoſe things, 


which have chiefly prejudiced the minds of 


men againſt. the reception of the propoſals af 
this divine report. And. 
1. As to the Zewiſh nation; they had con- 


founded the propheſies of the ſecond glorious 


appearance of the Maſiab with thoſs which relate 
to his firſt coming; they had interpreted them 


in the moſt carnal manner, and had entertained 
warm imaginations of this temporal kingdom, 5 


which they expected. he ſhould {et zup, and the 
* 3 N ſnould enjoy in the riches 
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and honours of it*. In this they found them. 
ſelves diſappointed. Such was the external 
meanneſs of our Lord's immediate extraction 
and education, ſuch the contemptible repute 
of the places where he for ſome time reſided, 
and the manner in which he, for the moſt 
part, travelled from place to place, during his 
public miniſtry, ſuch the poor appearance of 
his followers, and the frequency of his con- 
verſation with publicans and ſinners, as by no 
means appeared agreeable to the apprehenſions 
they had formed of the Mefiah. And then 
our Saviour's doctrine not only contradicted 
the traditions and will- worſhip which the Jews 
had received from many of their fathers, but 
abrogated the law of ceremonies, was moſt 
ſpiritual in its nature, and was calculated to de- 
ſtroy that ſelf-confidence, pride, and arrogance, 
and that dependance on their own righteouſ- 

_ neſs for juſtification before God, which almoſt 
every where prevailed among the Seribes and 
Phariſees*. And as to the other famous ſect 
among them, that of the Sadducees, it is well 

_ known they were, at this time, much ſunk into 
the principles of deiſm. So that theſe things, to» „ 
gether with the offence of the croſs*, and the call of 3 

the Gentiles* produced ſuch ſtumbling blocks, 
as, inapeculiar manner, preventeda properregard 
from them to the evidence of this report. But, 

22. Ir we inquire into the reaſons of the inat- 

tention of men in general to the goſpel, we 

_ 3 G 8 
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ſhall find that it muſt be imputed to their na- 
tural ignorance of divine things, to the ſubtle, 
induſtrious, and malicious Jabours of the god 
F this world, Who has blinded their minds , 
and to that pride of heart which 3 — 
to the temper, ſpirit, and laws of chriſtianity. 
The 4:bjopian cannot change his ſkin, nor 55 
leopard bis puts: and that cuſtom of ſinning 
to which men are by nature, time, and ex. 
ample inured, and which is ſo inconſiflent with 
the morals: of chriſtianity, I am inclined to 
think, has a greater influence, in ſtopping their 
ears againſt this report, than any of the myſ- 
teries it propoſes to their faith. To which it 
muſt be added, that it is the common miſtake 
of fallen nature, that-if men. are ſaved, it muſt 
be done by their own power, which prevents 
their ſeeking ſalvation where it. only can be 
found. — then it muſt be allowed to be 
wao ſmall objection to 2 carnal mind, that the 
rewards of our holy religion are chiefly ſpi· 
5 fm, inviſible, and 1 But, 
3. Ir we enquire into the more peculiar 
3 of that remarkable diſregard. the goſpel 
meets with in our own times, we ſhall, I believe, 
find it is very much owing to chat luxurious 
indulgence of the ſenſual appetites, and that 
pride in natural and acquired knowledge, which 
are too often the attendants of a long ſeries of 
civil and religious liberty; and viſibly get ground 
w. Nor is it to be debe | 
v 2 Cor. iv. 4. 75 z Iſai, xiti, 23. 
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that the negligent treatment of this important 
report is, in a great meaſure, to be imputed to 
many of thoſe who undertake to deliver it. 
Our fountains of learning are corrupted. Many 
unrenewed men, who are ſtrangers to experi- 
mental religion themſelves, have taken upon 
them to be the miniſters of it to others. And the 
wonder that the ſucceſs of public miniſtrations 
ſhould remarkably decline among us will much 
leſſen, when it is conſidered, that it is now be- 
come faſhionable, to treat the religion of nature, 
even from the pulpit, as of more value and 
importance than that which is revealed, and 
indeed to ſet it in ſuch a light, as to repreſent 
divine revelation of little or no uſe; while others 
plead for its truth in general, yet, at the ſame 
time, give vp the moſt important doctrines of 
it, and ſuch as the deiſts themſelves acknow- 
ledge. it contains. Nor can it be thought un- 
natural that the divine Spirit ſhould withdraw 
His influences, in a great meaſure, where ſuch 
repeated affronts are put on many of the fun- 
damental articles of our holy religion; ſuch as 
the ſovereignty of God, the proper divinity of 
of his Son, and his atonement for ſin, the very 
being of the Holy Ghoſt, as well as the ne- 
ceſſity of his operations on the ſouls of men 
to their converſion + ſalvation, and the obli- 


gation of that puritgand obedience which are 
the genuine fruits oF vital religion, and with- 
out which, this report teſtifies. no man ſhall ſes 
the Lord?. And then, whatever improvements 
D 5 . 
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- we have made in the politeneſs of our addreſs, 
doubt we have loſt much of that ſerious 
and ſtriking manner, in which our fathers; in 
the laſt century, delivered this meſſage to the 
conſciences of men? Nor, I am afraid, is the 
miniſterial character always ſupported with 
ſuch an exemplary behaviour, as that with 
| which they were uſed to recommend it. 
InpxeD it is too evident that, among chi- 
ſtians in general, there is a fatal defeckion as 
to that conſtant, regular attendance on divine 


things, that watchfulneſs, courage, life; and zeal, 


that ſpirit of prayer, and that regard to diſci- 
pline in churches and families, which uſed to 
be found among the profeſſors of the goſpel, 
in former times. To theſe things we may, 
in a ſpecial manner, impute the want of that 
ſucceſs which this divine meſfage has met 
with of lave: ee us. Ad. chi _ lead 
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VI. To den pour fot . theſe 
conſiderations give to all good men, and eſpe- 
cially to thoſe who are concerned in making 
this report, with the prophet of old, to won- 
der and n to > lament. er eee 
And, | 

t the Fews ; 3 — * choice unrea- 
ſonatile, and obſtinate oppoſition tochriſtianity 
- muſt be allowed to afford matter of great aſto—- 
niſhment, when, to what has been ſaid it be 
added, that there can be nothing diſcovered 
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in "RY doctrines or rules of chriſtianity. that- | 
is thocking to the principles of natural reli- 
gion; tho, ſo much of this is viſible. in the 
fhemes-and rites of pagan inſtitution, and thoſe 
of Mahomet, —ichemes fo unworthy of a divine 
original, ſchemes that have been introduced and 
maintained by the power of the ſword, and 
the future rewards — which have been ſuited 
ta the carnal and laſcivious appetites of their 
E votaries. Popery, indeed, which has been for 
. 10 many: ages ptopagated under the name of 
= Cchriftianity, has had a natural tendency to darken: - 
br the underftanding, and harden the hearts of 
this unhappy people. And it is to be feared 
thoſe who have laboured in this antichri- 
ſfian cauſe will have a large thare of their 
ruin, as well as that of many other nations, 
to account for. But ſtill, is it not ſtrange, that a 
nformation, which has opened the eyes f 
ſuch multitudes, ſhould have little or no effect 1 
on the Fews? And will not this wonder increaſe 
when we conſider that chriſtianity, upon the 
ſtricteſt examination, is ſo far from being in- 
_confiftent with the revelation they received by 
MAefes and the prophets, that theſe diſpenſa -H 
tions confirm each other in the fulleſt ma | 
ner; that the one cannot ſubſiſt without the 
| other: and that the latter excels the former, as 
the faubftance. does the ſhadow ? The / conti- 
med. obftinacy of this people, under all the 
advantages of conviction they have enjoyed, is 
inileed matter of juſvaſtoniſhment and lamen-' 
tion. — II 


even 
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even their judicial blindneſs, together with the 
manner in which they are ſcattered, and yet 
preſerved by divine providence for a future glo- 

rious call, being exactly foretold in the new 
teſtament, furniſhes us with an irrefragable 


argument of the truth of that diſpenſation; . 


which they continue to reject. But, | 
22. Tuls being added to all the reſt of that 
evidence which has been under our conſidera+ 
tion, ſhou'd\ awaken bur wonder at the treat · 
ment this report meets with from other men, 


from thoſe of: our -own nation, thoſe; who 


have had the advantages of chriſtian inſtruc- 
tion from 8 — eee have 
the privileges of the goſpel, and ho, many 
of them, have made a promiſing profeſſion of 
it, 1 ſay, if we conſider the prophetical and 
miraculous ſolemnity with which it was at 
firſt introduced, the energy and goodneſs with 
which it hath been neee 42-1 ies own 
prophecies that have been fulfilled from time o 
time, and its moſt ſalutary effects on the ſoulss 
of men where it has prevailed, for now more 
than ſeventeen hundred years ; that it ſnou d 
meet with ſo much negle& and oppaſition, in 
a land of ſuch liberty and knowledge as this, is 
a wonder indeed! And, | 
Tus calls upon us, * bring the report, 
to expoſtulate with all thoſe to whom we mi» 
niſter, with a concern ſuited to its importance, 
and the dreadful conſequences of continuing 
to wa aj the council Ld God e . 
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The FA is at the door; may we therefors 
preach, as thoſe who are juſt going to give 

an account of our ſtewardſhip, and, if poſſible, 
may we perſuade the people under our care 


to hear as for their lives, and fo to bear that 


their /ouls may live. 
TnksE conſiderations will aides give us 5 


dccaſion to lament the diſappointments we 


meet with in the diſcharge of our office; 
the diſhonour reflected on him who ſent us, 
the dreadful corruption of human nature, 
the recovery of power which the great ad- 
verſary of Chriſt, and the ſouls of men, has 
obtained in theſe ſad times, and the eternal 
miſery that ſuch multitudes of men are ae 


; wn, all round about us. 


Aras! what occaſion for each of us to GH 
our mouths with complaints to our fellow ſol- 
diers in this chriſtian warfare, to call in the 


aſſiſtance of all good men, to unite our ſtrength, 


to make the beſt uſe of ſuch opportunities 


as theſe to encourage the hearts and hands of 
each other, and to bow at the feet of Almigh- 
ty God with our united cries for ſucceſs 
from his n, which 880 can re ee ate 


ford * 


I only remains now, that FE ior: a hr 
refle@tions on what has been ſaid. And, 


9a i; it is well worthy a —_—_ wa 


n e complaint 1 in, the text, hier 
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5 fre uently repeated, and inculcated by ou 
Fer and 8 apoſtles, furniſhes. us zielt 
with a moſt extraordinary evidence of the 
truth of divine revelation extraordinary in- 
indeed! that the fewneſs-of its converts ſhou d 
be a proof of its divine original. Had chri- 
ſtianity been an impoſture, the founder of it, 
whatever oppoſition, and want of ſucceſs he 
had met with at ſetting out, wou'd certainly 
have endeavoured to have kept up the ſpirits 
of his followers, with aſſuring them of every 

kind of Berens in futurity. But inſtead of 
this, our Saviour frequently acquaints his diſ- 
ciples with the contemptuous and cruel treat- 
ment he was to meet with, and the accurſed 
death he ſhou'd die; he Dems them, that 
they alſo muſt take up their croſs and fol- 
low him; that many of them muſt ſeal the 
truth of their report with their blood ; and 
that after all his teſtimony. and theirs, his 

flock, compared with the reſt of the world, 
ſhou'd be but 4 little flock*; and, tho many 
were called, few ſhou'd be choſen d. But then 
he alſo further aſſures them, that, notwith- 
ſtanding the want of ſuch extenſive ſucceſs, 
as might be reaſonable to expect, and natural 
to deſire; the united ſtrength of earth and 
Bell ſhall never effectually prevail againſt his 


church, ſo as to deſtroy it. And we ourſelves 


are witneſſes of the truth of both the firſt, and 


the laſt of theſe prophecies. | 
2. FRoM what has been ſaid, at un- 


Ger the goſpel may ſee how little that plea 
G will 


Luke a. i * Mat, xx. 16. 
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will avail them in the great day of accorint; 
that they have followed the multitude*, and ne- 
glected the counſel of Chriſt and his faithful 
meſſengers, to ſirive to enter at the firait gate: 
for flrait is the gate, and narrow is the way 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be. that 
find if ; but wide 1s the gate, and broad is the 
Way, that leadeth to deſtruction, and many there 
be which go in thereat*,. Let ſuch conſider 
how their puniſhment will be aggravated by 
the affliction they give to faithful miniſters, but 
much more by the contempt they caſt on 
Cbriſ himſelf and his Spirit. 
3. From hence true chriſtians may ke | 
what great reaſon they have to rejoice in the 
diſtinguiſhing grace of God; that they have 
been bleſſed with this divine report, while ſo 
many remain in darkneſs and the regions of 
death, without any other afſiſtance than that 
of fallen nature, to guide them in their moſt 
important concerns: and much more, that the 
arm of the Lord has been effectually revealed 
to them, ſo as to open their hearts, and to en- 
gage them to receive the truth, both in the 
power and the love of it. . 

Lr us, with the livelieſt W on 
all occaſions, and eſpecially ſuch as theſe, ac- 
knowledge the divine goodneſs, for the happy 
reformation of theſe nations from the curſe of 
popery; one of the fundamental and cruel 
maxims of which is, to hide away this im- 
portant report from the people. Let us bleſs 


| God with our whole hearts, for the happy 
| preſer- 5 
© Exod, xxiii. 2. 4 Mat. v vii. 13, 14. Luke xiii. 24. 
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i preſervation of our invaluable liberties, both of 
a religious and civil kind, under his majeſty's 
| moſt paternal, 'and auſpicious. government. . 
May our gratitude appear, by fo uſing theſe 

liberties, as not abuſing them; and by offering 

up our conſtant and ardent prayers to Almigh- 
ty God, that all the bleſſings contain'd in this 
report, may be poured down on the King, his 
family, and his adminiſtration, and that the 
divine arm may be continually revealed in 


their defence. May we uſe our chriſtian, and 


united endeavours to preſerve this report among 
us, in all its doctrines and precepts, and con- 
vey it down to our poſterity, by labouring, in 
our ſeveral ſtations, to filence thoſe unnatural 
and groundleſs jealoufies of a true proteſtant 
government, which the enemies of our happi- 
neſs, and of this report, are always endea- 
vouring to foment among us. Let us con- 
ſtantly attend on the miniſtration of it, with 
a ſeriouſneſs becoming its dignity and import- 
ance, becoming the advantages we have re- 
ceived from it, and thoſe we yet hope for. Let 
us generouſly encourage the ſpreading of it in 
a dark world, in ſuch a manner, as may ſhew 
our unfeigned regard to its great author, and 
our compaſſion to the ſouls of men; and let 
us above all endeavour to prove its advanta- 
geous and mighty effects on our ſouls, by ex- 
amples, pure, and lovely, as it dictates. 8 
To conclude, let thoſe of us, who have 
the honour to be called into the ſervice of the 
goſpel, and the publication of this divine re- 
"IM be more _ ever N with the im- 
N 


no ſtrangers, my brethren, to 


what harmony among ourſelves, and 


great occalion, diſclaim attributing any 


| dall due, and let gur tee N in- 
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the molt diſtinguiſhing a articles of the chriftian- 
faith have met with in theſe tiges, as re- 
markable for declenſion, as they hav 
for liberty; and, as the oppoſition 5 
every day, not only. to the particular « doctrines 
of this revelation; and the duties it enjoins, 

t to the ſacred authority of the report ite 
ſelf; what faithfulneſs and induſtry, What ho- 
lineſs and ſelf-denial, what, humility: and love, 
what ſtedfaſtneſs and reſolution, doth our ſa- 
cred function call for what ſtudy and Par 
. What 
ſtrengthening the Hands of each other, doth 
che preſent ſtate; of religion require! And let 
It, be conſidered fot your encouragement, that 


in the midſt of all our ſorrows, and com- 


plaints, even in theſe backſliding times, God 
bas, for many years paſt, — — owned 


theſe aſſociate moctings, to promote the. re- 
ligious purpoſes for which | they -wete 


 figned.; May he go on to do fo, and to their 


more abundant -advantage ! And in- every ap- 
Pearat 
with the apoſtles. Peter and John, on 4. A Z 


to cu οm Power or. bolineſs * ;: but aſcribe. 
all the to the divine arm, -where it is 
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nce of the ſucceſs of our report, let us, KS 5 


